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1950s 
1951 The world’s first electricity-generating nuclear power plant was put into operation. Experimental Breeder Reactor 1 (EBR-1) in 
Arco, Idaho was used for research only and is now a U.S. National Historic Landmark. 
 
1952 was designated as the year the floppy disc was invented. Yoshiro Nakamatsu claimed that he licensed about a dozen of his 
patents related to the floppy disk technology to IBM Corporation in 1979, the details of which were confidential. 
 
1954 R. Buckminster Fuller received a patent for his Geodesic Dome design, later used for the American pavilion of Expo 67. 
 
1956 A hard disk drive (HDD) was introduced as data storage for an IBM accounting computer. 
 
1956 Ampex introduced the Ampex VRX-1000, the first commercially successful videotape or videocassette recorder. 
 
1956 Digital clocks were invented. 
1958 The integrated circuit was conceived by a radar scientist, Geoffrey W. A. Dummer, working for the Royal Radar Establishment 
of the British Ministry of Defence, but he was unable to build such a circuit. The integrated circuit was independently co-invented by 
Jack Kilby of Texas Instruments and Robert Noyce of Fairchild Semiconductor. Kilby successfully demonstrated the first working 
integrated circuit on September 12, 1958. 
 
1958 The first American satellite to relay communications was Project SCORE, which used a tape recorder to store and forward voice 
messages (The Soviet Sputnik, the first communications satellite or comsat, was launched in 1957). 
 
1959 First pictures of Earth from space taken by Explorer 6. 
 
1959 Xerox launched the first commercial copier. 
 
1959 Mattel’s new Barbie doll was a hit with little girls. 
 
1959 Alaska and Hawaii were admitted as the 49th and 50th U.S. States. 
 



1959 The first seven Mercury astronauts were: M. Scott Carpenter; L. Gordon Cooper, Jr.; John H. Glenn, Jr.; Virgil I. Grissom; 
Walter M. Schirra, Jr.; Alan B. Shepard, Jr.; and Donald K. Slayton.  
 
1950s Presidents: Harry S. Truman left office and Dwight D. Eisenhower became the 34th President of the United States on January 
20, 1953. The U. S. economy was the strongest in the world and American exports reached an all-time high. 
 
1950s Movies: Ben Hur; Some Like It Hot; North by Northwest; The Nun’s Story; Anatomy of a Murder; Tiger Bay; Sleeping 
Beauty; Hound of the Baskervilles; Pillow Talk; and Plan 9 from Outer Space. 
 
1959 Top Ten Hits: “What’d I Say” by Ray Charles, “There Goes My Baby” by the Drifters, “Donna / La Bamba” by Ritchie Valens, 
“I Only Have Eyes For You” by Flamingos, “Lonely Teardrops” by Jackie Wilson, “I Want to Walk You Home / I’m Gonna Be a 
Wheel Some Day” by Fats Domino, “Sea Cruise” by Frankie Ford, “Almost Grown / Little Queenie” by Chuck Berry, “Kansas City” 
by Wilber Harrison, and “Sleep Walk” by Santo & Johnny. 
 
1959 Cost of Living (courtesy of The People History):  
 Average Cost of a new house $12,400.00 
 Average Yearly Wages $5,020.00 
 Cost of a gallon of gasoline $.25 
 Average Cost of a new car $2,200.00 
 Ford T-bird automobile $3,250.00 
 Movie Ticket $1.00 
 Loaf of Bread $.20 
 Kodak Movie Camera $67.50 
 Ladies Stockings $1.00 



Events in Michigan (courtesy of Michigan History) 
 

 
 
1950s 
1950s G. Mennen Williams was 41st Governor of Michigan. 
 
1953 America was introduced to the Corvette. 
 
1954 The country's first regional shopping mall opened in Southfield. 
 
1955 Al Kaline made baseball history. 
 
1955 Thousands of Detroit first- and second-graders got polio vaccines. 
 
1955 The white pine became the official state tree. 
 
1958 The Detroit Tigers' first nonwhite player debuts. Tigers acquired Ozzie Virgil, a twenty-five-year-old third baseman from the 
Dominican Republic. 
 
1959 Basketball star Earvin "Magic" Johnson was born. 
 
1959 St. Lawrence Seaway completed. This joint U.S./Canadian venture linked the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
Events in Frankenmuth (courtesy of Frankenmuth News) 

 
1950s 
1950 The village census was 1,238. 
 



1950s Interstate travel began with I-75 construction, creating easy access to the area. A dike, built along the Cass River controlled the 
annual flooding conditions and allowed expansion of the downtown area (cost: $23,205 with cost shared by village, township and 
Zehnder’s, see 1967). Otto Trinklein was village president / city mayor, 1947 to 1957; James E. Wickson was city mayor, 1957 to 
1965; Herbert Keinath was village and city manager, 1953 to 1968; and Henry Zinck was police chief, 1953 to 1974. 
 
1950 Emil Rummel Insurance Agency was founded. 
 
1950 Frankenmuth Motel was founded 
 
1951 Frankenmuth Brewing Co. became part of International Breweries. 
 
1951 Dr. Gus Braeutigam, veterinarian, established one of the local small animal/large animal practices. 
 
1956 Carling Brewing Company bought out International Breweries. 
 
1957 Frankenmuth High School’s first 12th grade graduates. 
 
1957 Rupprecht’s Sausage was the first building decorated in the “alpine” or “Bavarian” architecture style. The building was built in 
1948. 
 
1958 The village of Frankenmuth’s population was 1630 (601 in 1904); 
 Assessed Valuation was $4,226,945.00 ($237,005.00 in 1904); 
 Annual Budget was $200,000.00 ($3,000.00 in 1904). 
 
1959 
1958/1959 The Zehnder family (William, Jr. & Dorothy) redecorated Fischer’s Hotel in “alpine” or “Bavarian” motif. The family 
(William, Sr.) bought the business in 1950. 
 
1959 Fischer’s Hotel was renamed Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn. Its grand opening later developed into the annual Bavarian Festival. 
 
1959 Wm. Bronner & Son formed a contracting business specializing in commercial/industrial building. 
 
1959 The City of Frankenmuth incorporated (city charter). 
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1960s 
1960 Theodore Harold Maiman demonstrated the first working laser. 
 
1961 Mercury Astronaut Alan B. Shephard, Jr. became the first American in space on May 5, 1961 in a 15-minute sub-orbital flight 
(Soviet cosmonaut, Yuri Gagarin, was the first human to travel in space and orbit earth, April 12, 1961). 
 
1962 John Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth, aboard Friendship 7, on the Mercury Atlas 6 mission. 
 
1964 Medicare Act signed into law to provide health insurance to people 65 or older. 
 
1968 The first 911 emergency phone system began in Haleyville, Alabama. 
 
1969 American Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the moon.  
 
1960s Presidents: John F. Kennedy’s inauguration was January 20, 1961. He was assassinated November 22, 1963 and Lyndon B. 
Johnson became 36th President of the United States. Richard Nixon was inaugurated January 20 1969 and resigned August 9, 1974. 
 
1960s Music: “She Loves You” “I Want to Hold Your Hand” “Can’t Buy Me Love” “I Feel Fine” “Day Tripper” … by the Beatles; 
“Tears” by Ken Dodd; “The Carnival Is Over” by The Seekers; “Release Me” by Engelbert Humperdinck; “It’s Now or Never” … by 
Elvis Presley; and “Green Green Grass of Home” by Tom Jones. 
 
1960s Movies: To Kill a Mockingbird; Psycho; Lawrence of Arabia; Dr. Strangelove; Oliver!; 2001: A Space Odyssey; Spartacus; 
Planet of the Apes; The Sound of Music; The Graduate; In the Heat of the Night; and Cool Hand Luke. 
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1960s  
1960 Detroit's population dropped.  
 
1960 Gordie Howe reached 1,000 points. 
 
1961 John B. Swainson became 42nd Governor of Michigan 
 
1961 Ty Cobb died. 
 
1963 George W. Romney became 43rd Governor of Michigan. 
 
1963 Voters approved a new state constitution. 
 
1963 Thousands marched for racial equality in Detroit. 
 
1963 Earl "Dutch" Clark entered the Professional Football Hall of Fame. 
 
1967 Michigan became the first state to have a border-to-border interstate freeway. 
 
1969 William Milliken became 44th Governor of Michigan. 
 



Events in Frankenmuth 

 
1960s 
1960 The city census was 1,728. 
 
1960s: Elmer P. Simon was city mayor, 1965 to 1979. 
 
1960 to the present: More business structures and homes adopted “alpine” architecture. 
 
1961 List Elementary School was built, dedicated and named for Lorenz C. List in 1966. 
 
1962 Frankenmuth United Methodist Church was founded. 
 
1962 Frankenmuth became the third city in American to join the People-to-People program. Frankenmuth and Gunzenhausen, 
Germany have been Sister Cities ever since that date. Pastor Janz, Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Engel, Hans & Edda Schmidt, and Jerry & 
Trudy Nuechterlein were some of the people involved at that time. 
 
1963 Civic Events Council (CEC) was formed to organize and manage the Bavarian Festival. The CEC roots go back to 1961 with the 
Chamber of Commerce. Howard Mueller was the 1961 festival president, and Jack Friebe the first CEC president. 
 
1963 Frankenmuth Historical Association was created. 
 
1964 Frankenmuth Golf & Country Club 9-hole course was built. 
 
1964 Rau’s Country Store opened in the former McNiven’s Hotel. 
 
1964 Frankenmuth Convalescent Center accepted residents. 
 
1965/1966 St. Lorenz “Churchgrove” School was built and the Main Street school becomes a middle-elementary school for the public 
school district. 
 
1967 A four-foot reinforced concrete retaining wall was built on top of the dike along the Cass River (see 1950s). 
 



1968 Frankenmuth Gallery opened. 
 
1969 The location of the Bavarian Festival moved from downtown Frankenmuth to the newly-created Heritage Park. 
 
1969 The Lutheran Home was built. 
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1970s  
1972 Dow Jones Industrial average crossed 1,000-point mark for first time in history. 
 
1976 Inflation and economic stagnation gripped the nation 
 
1979 Oil shortages meant long lines at gas stations. 
 
1970s Presidents: Gerald R. Ford became president of the United States August 9, 1974. Jimmy Carter’s inauguration ceremony was 
January 20, 1977. 
 
1970s Music: “Thank You” by Sly and the Family Stone; “Bridge Over Troubled Waters” by Simon & Garfunkel; “I Want You Back” 
by The Jackson 5; “Up Around the Bend / Run Through the Jungle” by Creedence Clearwater Revival; “Get Up (I Feel Like Being A) 
Sex Machine” by James Brown; “My Sweet Lord” by George Harrison; “The Tears of a Clown” by Smokey Robinson and the 
Miracles; “Whole Lotta Love” by Led Zeppelin; “All Right Now” by Free; and “Venus” by The Shocking Blue. 
 
1970s Movies: The Godfather I & II; Jaws; Star Wars; Chinatown; One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest; Taxi Driver; Superman; The 
French Connection; Two Mules for Sister Sara; Mash; Kelly’s Heroes; Little Big Man; Woodstock; The Twelve Chairs; Airport; The 
Cheyenne Social Club; The Great White Hope; Spirit of the Beehive; and Pippi [Longstockings] in the South Seas. 
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1970s  
1971 Gordie Howe played his last game for the Detroit Red Wings. 
 
1971 Detroit Tigers had their largest opening-day attendance. 



 
1971 Henry Ford II announced plans for a $340 million center to be built in downtown Detroit. 
 
1972 Voters approved a state lottery. 
 
1972 Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore was officially dedicated. 
 
1973 Joe Schmidt entered the Pro Football Hall of Fame.  
 
1974 Michigan exempted itself from daylight savings time. 
 
1975 Daylight saving time was approved. 
 
1976 Turning right on red when the intersection is clear was OK. 
 
1977 Michigan high-school basketball was televised. 
 
1978 The bottle bill went into effect (deposit). 
 
1978 Michigan drinkers had to be at least twenty-one in age. 
 
1979 The Tigers hired George Lee "Sparky" Anderson as manager. 
 



Events in Frankenmuth 

 
1970s 
 
1970 The city census was 2,834. 
 
1970s The Bavarian Mall opened on the north end of the city, spurring development on that end of town. 
 
1971 Frankenmuth Mutual Insurance Company expanded its business outside Michigan to Ohio. 
 
1972 Walter & Maria Palmer opened Bavarian Haus Motel (today’s Zehnder’s Splash Village). 
 
1974 Frankenmuth Historical Museum opened 
 
1974 James E. Wickson Memorial Library opened. 
 
1976 Blessed Trinity Catholic Church dedicated its church building. The congregation had been worshiping at the Methodist Church 
building. 
 
1976 Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland relocated to the south end of town. 
 
1976 Frankenmuth celebrated American’s 200th birthday with the dedication of Cross Park. 
 
1976 Carling and National brewing companies merged. 
 
1976 A March ice storm paralyzed the Saginaw Valley. 
 
1977 Frankenmuth RV Park owned by John and Barb Bueker opened. 
 
1977 Marv Herzog and Harold Mitas organized the first Summer Polka Fest. 
 
1977 A Main Street Historic District was formed, encouraging preservation of original architecture and use of “alpine” or “Bavarian” 
architecture in new construction. 



 
1978 The Chamber of Commerce opened its new visitor information center downtown. 
 
1979 E. F. Rittmueller Middle School built. 
 
1979 Frankenmuth’s new City Hall opened in August with Charlie Graham as the new city manager. 
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1980s  
1981 The first marketed integrated mouse, shipped as a part of a computer and intended for personal computer navigation, came with 
the Xerox 8010 Star Information System. The first known publication of the term "mouse" as a pointing device was in Bill English's 
1965 publication "Computer-Aided Display Control". 
 
1984 The Bell System divestiture broke AT&T into 24 independent units. 
 
1987 “Black Monday” stock market loses 22 percent of its value. 
 
1980s Presidents: Ronald Reagan’s inauguration ceremony was January 20, 1981 and George H. W. Bush became 41st President of the 
United States January 20, 1989. Inflation cools in the early part of the decade. 
 
1980s Music: “Call Me” by Blondie; “Magic” by Olivia Newton John; “All Out of Love” by Air Supply; “Another One Bites the 
Dust” by Queen; “Celebration” by Kool & the Gang; “Hit Me With Your Best Shot” by Pat Benatar; “Ride Like the Wind” by 
Christopher Goss; “Shining Star” by The Manhattans; “Fame” by Irene Cara; and “(Just Like) Starting Over by” John Lennon. 
 
1980s Movies: Raiders of the Lost Ark; E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial; Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back; Wings of Desire; 
The Right Stuff; The Abyss; Time Bandits; A Christmas Story; When Harry Met Sally; Raging Bull; Top Gun; Amadeus; and Aliens. 
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1980s  
1980-1983 Two national recessions and international competition in the automobile industry had a serious effect on Michigan’s 
economy. Some communities, such as Flint, had an unemployment rate higher than 20 percent. The state per capita income fell to 
almost 7% below the national average. 



 
1982 Super Bowl XVI was held at the Pontiac Silverdome. 
 
1983 James “Jim” Blanchard became 45th Governor of Michigan. 
  
1984 The state's first test-tube baby. 
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1980s 
1980 The city census was 3,753. 
 
1980 Richard Krafft, Jr. became city mayor. Gary Rupprecht served as mayor pro-tem, 1980 to 1985, and has been mayor since then. 
 
1980 Frankenmuth Holz Brücke (wooden covered bridge), the largest covered bridge built in 75 years, took Milton Graton two years 
to complete. 
 
1980-1982 The former St. Lorenz Lutheran/Frankenmuth Middle School (sold in 1978) was converted to School Haus Square 
shopping mall. 
 
1981 McDonald’s Restaurant, the city’s first fast food business, opened. 
 
1981 Michigan’s Own, Inc. Military and Space Museum opened in School Haus Square. 
 
1982 Zehnder’s Restaurant opened its expanded bakery. 
 
1982 The Edelweiss Room was added at the Bavarian Inn. 
 
1982 Horse-drawn carriage tours began in Frankenmuth. 
 
1982 Independence Village retirement community opened. 
 
1983 Nickless-Hubinger Flour Mill on the Cass River completed (Mill Store opened May 31, 1983). 
 
1984 Frankenmuth Bible Church was founded.  
 
1985 Zehnder’s of Frankenmuth purchased Frankenmuth Golf & Country Club. 
 
1985 Frankenmuth city and township created a Joint Master Plan. 



 
1986 Bavarian Inn Lodge’s first phase (100 rooms) opened. 
 
1986 100-year flood threatened the town in September (the dikes held). 
 
1987 Twenty-five years of Sister City visits and programs were celebrated. 
 
1987 Australian Alan Bond bought out Heileman Brewing Company. 
 
1987 The former Geyer Brothers Brewery was reopened as Frankenmuth Brewery, Inc. 
 
1988 Zehnder’s of Frankenmuth purchased the Bavarian Haus Motel from Walter and Maria Palmer. 
 
1988 Severe drought conditions hampered area farmers. 
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1990s 
1994 President Bill Clinton and Russian President Boris Yeltsin signed accords in Moscow to stop aiming missiles at any nation and 
to dismantle the nuclear arsenal of Ukraine. Bill Clinton had become 42nd President of the United States on January 20, 1993. 
 
1999 Dow Jones Industrial average crosses 10,000-point mark. 
 
1990s Music: “Take a Bow” and “Secret” by Madonna; “The Crying Game” by Boy George; “The Streets of Philadelphia” by Bruce 
Springsteen; “Because You Loved Me” “My Heart Will Go On” and “It’s All Coming Back To Me Now” by Celine Dion; “Believe” 
by Cher; “Fantasy” and “Dream Lover” by Mariah Carey; “Mambo #5 / A Little Bit of …” by Lou Bega; “Livin’ La Vida Loca” by 
Ricky Martin; “From a Distance” by Bette Midler; and “Killing Me Softly With His Song” by The Fugees. 
 
1990s Movies: Goodfellas; Toy Story; Pulp Fiction; Saving Private Ryan; Apollo 13; Titanic; Braveheart; Unforgiven; The Truman 
Show; and Beauty and the Beast. 
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1990s  
1991 John Engler became 46th Governor of Michigan. The number of people employed in the service industry increased dramatically. 
The state unemployment rate was below the national average for most of the decade. 
 
1992 Term limits for political officials were added to the state constitution. 
 
1992 The Keweenaw National Historic Park was established. 
 
1994 Kindergarten to 12th grade education funding was changed by 1) raising the sales tax and 2) lowering and restricting the growth 
of local property taxes. 
 
1996 General Motors bought the Renaissance Center. 
  
1999 Tiger Stadium hosted its last Tiger game. 
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1990s 
1990 The city census was 4,408. 
 
1990 Frankenmuth Bible Church congregation held the first service in their new parish church. They had been meeting in the List 
Elementary School gymnasium. 
 
1990 Frankenmuth Agricultural Park opened on Heinlein Street, off of Weiss Street. Businesses included Frankenmuth Cheese 
Manufacturing Company, Frankenmuth Pretzel Company and Gepetto’s Restaurant. 
 
1990 The Frankenmuth Chamber of Commerce hosted the inaugural Oktoberfest in October (later moved to September and 
recognized by the Oktoberfest of Munich). 
 
1990 G. Heileman Brewery, Frankenmuth plant closed. 
 
1991 Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland opened new expansion; total space at 201,243 square feet. 
 
1992 A great season for Frankenmuth High School girls’ sports as the Lady Eagles were state champs in basketball, track and softball. 
 
1992 Fortress Golf Course opened. 
 
1994 Herbert L. Keinath memorial Fountain sculpture project was completed and dedicated. 
 
1995 Frankenmuth marked its Sesquicentennial (150th anniversary). 
 
1995 The Frankenmuth Women’s Club constructed “Der Schau Platz” band shell in Memorial Park (renamed the Palmer Schau Platz 
in 1991). 
 
1995 The Frankenmuth American Legion Post #150 built the Veteran’s Monument and Memorial Wall in Willkommen Park. 
 
1995 The Frankenmuth Historical Museum, supported by a one-half-million-dollar community-wide capital fund campaign, renovated 
its exhibits. Design Craftsmen of Midland helped create a cohesive and more interactive story of Frankenmuth’s history. 



 
1996 On June 21, a tornado tore through the heart of the city destroying 12 buildings (9 businesses) and damaging over 110 homes. 
Buildings that were hit included St. Lorenz Church (the steeple was twisted), St. John’s Church, Wickson Memorial Library (lost the 
roof), and the Frankenmuth Brewery. Miraculously, no one was killed. 
 
1998-2004 Frankenmuth 2000, hospitality enhancement master plan was implemented by the Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA). In the fall of 1999, the Frankenmuth City Council and Downtown Development Authority (DDA) approved a 3-lane/4-lane 
test of Main Street. 
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2000-2009  
 
Midnight 1999 the country held its breath to see if disaster would fall when the clock ticked over to 2000. 
 
2000 Stock market “dot-com boom” bubble burst. 
 
2005 A European space probe sent back the first detailed pictures of the frozen surface of Saturn's moon, Titan. 
 
2008 Congress approved historic banking industry bailout. 
 
2009 Television went all-digital. 
 
2000s Presidents: George W. Busch became 43rd President of the United States January 20, 2001. Barack Obama’s inauguration 
ceremony was January 20, 2009. 
 
2008 Music: “Single Ladies” by Beyoncé; “LES Artistes” by Santogold; “Time to Pretend” by MGMT; “Furr” by Blitzen Trapper; 
“Just Got Started Lovin’ You” by James Otto, “I Saw God Today” by George Strait, “Small Town Southern Man” by Alan Jackson, 
“Home” by Blake Shelton. 
 
2000s Movies: Lord of the Rings trilogy; Finding Nemo; The Incredibles; Million Dollar Baby; The Queen; United 93; The Dark 
Knight; WALL-E; Milk; Frost/Nixon; The Curious Case of Benjamin Button; and Man on Wire. 
 
2009 Movies: Duplicity; Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince I; He’s Just Not That into You; Twilight; Defiance; Gran Torino; The 
Reader; Slumdog Millionaire; and many sequels. 
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2000-2009  
2000 The Detroit Tigers retired Willie Horton's uniform number. 
 
2003 Jennifer Granholm became 47th Governor of Michigan. Michigan weathered the 2001 recession better than many states, but the 
state government suffered fiscal problems in late 2001. The state’s “rainy day fund” was tapped heavily in 2002 and state budgets for 
the next several years were among the tightest in modern history. 
 
2008 Sinking water levels in the Great Lakes continued to be a concern for recreation and shipping industries.  
 



Events in Frankenmuth 

 
2000-2009 
2000 The city census was 4,838. 
 
2001 Frankenmuth River Place was dedicated. 
 
2003 Sullivan’s Black Forest Brau Keller opened. 
 
2003 Frankenmuth School District public school expansion projects completed. Wally & Irene Bronner Performing Arts Center 
dedicated. 
 
2004 Frankenmuth Fire Department celebrated 100th anniversary 
 
2005 Zehnder’s Splash Village (the former Bavarian Haus Motel) opened. 
 
2005 Harvey Kern Pavilion was dedicated. 
 
2005 Frankenmuth Farmers Market opened. 
 
2006 Frankenmuth Chamber of Commerce celebrated its centennial anniversary. 
 
2007 The Marv Herzog Hotel opened. This 38-room hotel, built by the Drury Inn Corporation became the seventh lodging facility in 
Frankenmuth, bringing the total number of overnight guestrooms to 809. 
 
2009 Frankenmuth celebrated the 50th Anniversary of its city charter. 


